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“The Redeemer“      Text – Ruth 3       OT Reading –  Lev 25:23-28; Deut 25:5-10     NT Reading – 1 Peter 1:3-5

Review – Elimelech’s faithless decision.  Ruth chooses the Lord and His people.  Marriage.  The Lord brought Ruth to Boaz’ field.  He was very generous.  But as ch. 2 ended, we saw that Ruth was still living at home.  More to come!  Let’s read Ch. 3.
Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
There is a website that offers the following advice to those planning a marriage proposal: 

If "will you marry me?" is your way of proposing … then sorry to say, you lack creativity. It is better to choose the perfect proposal for the occasion so that your partner will remember it for a long time.  Actually, the whole presentation of the event matters as it helps you generate the required reaction from the person you are proposing to.  
And of course, this website is full of bizarre and novel ways of making a marriage proposal.
And as you read chapter 3 of Ruth, you might very well wonder if perhaps Naomi was spending too much time looking at websites like that one.   For what she tells Ruth to amounts to a marriage proposal.  And it is Ruth who does the proposing.  And to tell her to dress up and slip under Boaz’ bed-sheets after he has been drinking sounds rather dodgy and provocative, and maybe even a little dangerous.  So what are we to make of Naomi’s instructions and Ruth’s behaviour and Boaz’ response?  What lessons about the Christian life do we find in this episode?  And what does this seemingly bizarre marriage proposal have to do with our salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ?
Well, to answer these questions, we will to have to look carefully at how this episode unfolds against the background of God’s law.  For the commands in Leviticus and Deuteronomy that we read earlier are very important for understanding this marriage proposal.  What we shall see, ultimately though, is that ch. 3 is about Boaz the Redeemer.  And what we shall learn today is how this redeemer points us to THE Redeemer.

But I want to begin by explaining some of the places and terms found in this chapter:
1. The heart of this episode takes place at a threshing floor.
a. Threshing-floors were constructed in the fields, preferably in an exposed position in order to get the full benefit of the winds.  The floor is a level, circular area 8-13m in diameter.  A border of stones usually surrounds the floor to keep in the grain.  
b. The sheaves of grain are heaped on this area, and usually oxen or donkeys would around the floor churning the stalks.  As the grain was churned over, the stalks gradually broke into short pieces and the husks about the grain were torn off.  
c. So you ended up with grain and all the other bits, which were called chaff.  So what was done next was that the grain and chaff were winnowed by being tossed into the air.  The chaff was very light and it would blow away leaving behind the grain.   
d. So this is how a threshing floor was used.
2. Secondly, in ch. 2:20, Naomi told Ruth that Boaz was a Kinsmen-Redeemer.  And Boaz speaks about himself in that way here in ch. 3 and about the other man who is nearer than him.  So what is this kinsmen-redeemer thing?  
a. Well, it is kind of a joining together of the laws we read about in Leviticus and Deuteronomy.  
i. What we read in Leviticus has to do with land redemption.  
1. Perhaps you boys and girls remember that the first thing that happened once the Jews arrived in the Promised Land was that the land was divided up and each family was given a portion of the land as a permanent inheritance. 
(a) And it is important to note that God told the people that the land did not belong to them, but to Him – God; He said, “The land is mine and you are but aliens and tenants.”  What God was giving to the Jews was a portion of the land to use and enjoy.  And this portion was to remain with the family forever. 
(b) But the rules we read about earlier allowed a family that had become poor to sell the use of the land to someone else in order to generate income to survive.  
(c) However, if a near relative of the family got together enough money, the person who had bought the use of the land had to sell it back to the near relative.  And this was called redeeming the land.  It allowed the original family to once again use and enjoy their portion of the Promised Land.  
ii. But the other part of the Kinsmen-redeemer role, the part we read about in Deuteronomy, has to do with marriage.  But this also was ultimately about inheritance.
1. The law stipulated that when a man died childless, his brother was to marry his widow in order to produce a son who could maintain the man’s name and inheritance in Israel.  This was called Levirate marriage.  Levir is Latin, and it means ‘husband’s brother.’   
2. But with the law about redeeming the land that we read earlier, it explains later in the chapter that this can be done by “an Uncle or a cousin or any blood relative in the clan.”  Any of these could be the redeemer.  So what the Jews did was to develop a custom that was in keeping with the spirit of both of these laws – they merged, if you like, the land redemption law and the Levirate marriage law together, and they extended it beyond just the brother to any blood relative.  So any blood relative could marry the widow to redeem the land and in the hope of providing a son to maintain the name.  
3. But of course, a brother was closer than an Uncle or a cousin, etc.  And this is why Boaz speaks about one who was a nearer kinsmen-redeemer than he was.  
4. But again, the point of this law/custom was to maintain the link back to Abraham, and to their portion of land.  
b. Now, let me just say to anyone wondering if this still goes on among Christians today, that is not the case.  The Bible explains that there are some laws in the OT, like the 10 Commandments, which are still binding today, but there are also what are called ceremonial and civil laws that were specific to the OT people of God.  They had their fulfillment in the person and work of the Lord Jesus and they are not required of NT believers today.  And this was one of them.  So our purpose today is to see how this civil law pointed forward to and was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus.
Right then.  Now we can look at Naomi’s advice and Ruth’s behaviour and Boaz’ response. 

I.  So we start with Naomi’s Advice and Ruth’s behaviour.


A. Back in 1:9, Naomi had said to Ruth and Orpah, “May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest in the home of another husband.”  Naomi knew that humanly speaking the physical well-being of her daughters in law depended on them marrying again.  So her words were a kind of prayer that the Lord would give them a husband.  But Boaz’ generosity to Ruth and Boaz being a kinsmen-redeemer, prompts Naomi to act.  She is not going to sit on her hands and do nothing, she is going ‘get busy,’ hoping and trusting that this is how the Lord might answer her prayer.  
1. And there is an important lesson here in how Naomi ‘gets busy.’  And what we say here of Naomi applies equally to the conduct of Ruth and Boaz.  You see congregation, the core of Naomi’s advice is guided by the Law of the Lord.  Naomi knows that the Lord has made provision in His law for people like her and Ruth; people who are poor.  And He has done this by the law of the kinsmen-redeemer.  So in essence, what Naomi says is: ‘Ruth, let us seek a solution to our situation God’s way.’
a. All too easily, you see, we read this story as a how-two-young-lovers-end-up-together-despite-terrible-odds kind of story.  What is clear though is that Boaz was considerably older than Ruth.  He calls her “daughter,” and he commends here, in v10, for not running “after the younger men.”  Ruth could have done that and most people wouldn’t have batted an eyelid.  She could have flirted with the cool young dudes and found someone she liked.  After all, she was a Moabitess; someone a bit different.  Few would have blamed her.  And later on in ch. 4, the language of those who wish Boaz the Lord’s blessing after he marries Ruth suggests that Boaz might well have been a widower who did not have children of his own.  It seemed like the opportunity for his name and portion to continue had passed, but now, with Ruth, maybe the opportunity for children and a heritage had come again! 
b. So we should not view Ruth being willing to marry Boaz as some easy, romantic thing for her to do.  Naomi is calling on Ruth to put things like feelings behind obeying the Lord and seeking to do what He commands.  
c. Naomi’s advice here is an example of what the Lord Jesus called all His followers to do, which is to “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and [the needs of each day] will be given to you as well.”  
d. And as we shall see, Ruth agrees that this is the God-honouring thing to do.  And Boaz will agree also that this is a thing that honours the Lord.  
i. Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.”  Are His commandments always easy to keep?  Are they always what we feel like doing?  No they are not.  But when you choose to do what is right, because you love Jesus, this pleases your Father in heaven. 
B. Well, what we have said thus far applies to the core of Naomi’s advice.  But as we look at the details of what she called on Ruth to do, that is where we can raise our eyebrows and scratch our heads a bit, and wonder what was she thinking!!??  
1. Now congregation, we have to be very careful about speculation here: We wonder, don’t we, Why did she tell Ruth to do this at night?  Why did she ask Ruth to dress like a bride (because that is what her fashion advice adds up to)?  Why require perfume?  Why the instruction about waiting till Boaz “has finished eating and drinking,” which amounts to till he has had a couple of wines?  And the fact of the matter is that the language Naomi uses is very sexually suggestive in Hebrew – “uncover his feet” and “lie down” refer to the act of sex elsewhere in the Bible.  So, should the Book of Ruth have an R18 rating on it?  We have to ask, if Naomi was so eager to do things God’s way, why did she not just tell Ruth to ask to speak to Boaz after work some day and just lay out the requirements of Lev/Deut?  Why this elaborate and dodgy sounding performance?  
2. Well, we are not given an opinion on all these things by the author of the Book of Ruth.  We just have a record of what was said and done.  So we have to be very careful about our speculation.  
3. But consider these facts: The order of books in the Hebrew Bible is a little different than in our English Bibles.  Our order follows the order found in the Greek version of the Hebrew Bible.  But in the Hebrew Bible, the Book of Ruth comes just after the book of Proverbs.  And the last chapter of Proverbs a wife of noble character.  It ends by saying “Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.  Give her the reward she has earned, and let her works bring her praise at the city gate.”  And if you look at v11 of our text, Boaz says this about Ruth, “All my fellow townsmen know that you are a woman of noble character.”  Literally, Boaz says, “everyone at the gate knows that you are a woman of noble character.”  So we can say that Ruth the perfect example of a Proverbs 31 woman.  So Boaz did not interpret Ruth’s proposal as something sleazy.  On the contrary, he thought it noble.  
4. Notice also that Ruth adds something to Naomi’s advice.  Naomi said, “Go and uncover his feet and lie down.  He will tell you what to do.  But when Boaz awakes and asks, “Who are you?” in v9, Ruth says, “I am your servant Ruth.  Spread the corner of your garment over me, since you are a kinsmen-redeemer.”  In Ruth’s first encounter with Boaz, Boaz spoke of the Lord as “the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”  And the ESV version of 3:9 has Ruth saying, “I am Ruth, your servant. Spread your wings over your servant, for you are a redeemer.”  Ruth is suggesting to Boaz that perhaps the way God will spread His wings over her is through marriage to Boaz.”  She is suggesting to Boaz that he can be the instrument by which God cares for Ruth and Naomi.
5. And that is probably as much as we can say about this fascinating episode.  It certainly has eye-brow raising elements in it that lead us to think that while Naomi was keen to do things God’s way, she was not scared to ‘put a little icing on the cake,’ as it were.  But the overall sense of this episode is that of a desire to honour the Lord.   
II.  That brings us to Boaz’ Response.
A. Boaz responds in four ways. 

1. Firstly, he blesses her for her kindness; he recognizes her bold faithfulness.  She could have gone after the younger men, but no, she has placed her happiness second behind covenantal obedience.  She wants to honour the Lord above everything else.
2. Secondly, Boaz tells her about the nearer kinsmen-redeemer.  If what we said earlier about Boaz being a childless widower is correct, he stands to ‘lose a lot’ should this closer kinsmen-redeemer claim Ruth.  But for Boaz also, pleasing the Lord comes before pleasing oneself.  
3. Thirdly, Boaz does not permit Ruth to go home immediately in case she is seen leaving his property late and her reputation is tarnished.   Boaz again demonstrates that he is an honourable man.  
4. And fourthly, he provides her with six measures of barley, saying, “Don’t go back to your Mother-in-law empty handed.”  Believers are saved by faith alone, not works.  But true faith in Jesus is never lonely, when it comes to works.  
B. So Ruth goes home and reports all of this to Naomi for her to consider.   As she arrives home, Naomi greets her by asking, “How did it go, my daughter?”  So, Ruth explains all that happened and shows Naomi the 6 measures of barley.  
1. Now, our best guess is that 6 measures of barley weighs around 150kg.  We are talking here about a huge quantity of barley.  Boaz is very generous!  And in this he is reflecting the generosity of God towards those who “seek first His kingdom.”  
2. But what number in the Bible is the number of perfection and completeness? 7.  But Boaz provided her with 6 measures.  This number is a kind of clue that there is more still to come; the story is not yet over.  Boaz must still contribute more to the well-being of Ruth and Naomi for there to be completeness.  
3. In addition, Ruth tells Naomi that when Boaz gave Ruth the barley, he said, “Don’t go  back to your mother-in-law empty-handed.”  And you may remember the end of ch. 1 that when she arrived back in Israel, Naomi complained to the women of Bethlehem that “the Lord has brought me back empty.”  It is the exact same Hebrew word.  So Naomi’s emptiness is being filled.  Food is no longer a problem.  Boaz has solved the food problem.  All that remains now is for Boaz to solve the marriage problem.
C. But there is a problem with this, isn’t there.  For ch 3 ends with a note of uncertainty.  It seems like Boaz might not be the man.  It appears that there may be another.  We end this chapter perched on the edge of our seats; curious about what will happen next.                                          Will Ruth and Boaz marry?  

D. But congregation, I hope you known now that the Book of Ruth is not primarily a love story about Ruth and Boaz.  This is a story about the love that God shows to needy sinners.  The physical situation of Ruth and Naomi serves as a kind of parable of the spiritual situation of all human-beings – we cannot save ourselves, because we are poor sinners.  What we need is a Redeemer!   And Leviticus 25 and Deuteronomy 25 and Ruth 3 are pointing us to God’s Redeemer – The Lord Jesus Christ.   

1. We are learning that our Redeemer must be a Near relative.  We have to have a biological connection with our Redeemer.  So, does Jesus tick that box?  Yes!  Hebrews 2:14, “Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity … in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.”  Jesus was born of Mary; Jesus was fully human, so that He could be our near relative Redeemer.  
2. But our Redeemer must also be Worthy – honourable, law-abiding, covenant fulfilling.  So does Jesus tick that box?  Yes!  Hebrews 4:15, “We have [a High Priest] who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.”  Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit; Jesus was fully God, so that He could be our worthy Redeemer.
So, you and me are like Ruth and Naomi – Poor sinners who cannot help ourselves.

But Boaz points us to Jesus – our worthy, near relative, Redeemer!  By believing in Him, we can find perfection and completeness.  By believing in Him, we become part of God’s family and our inheritance in heaven is secured.  Amen.   
